M.R. 3140

IN THE
SUPREME COURT
OF
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

Order entered July 17, 2020.
(Deleted material is struck through, and new material is underscored.)

Effective immediately, Rule 7.3 of the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct of 20  and its
comment are amended, as follows.

Amended Rule 7.3

RULE 7.3: SOLICITATION OF CLIENTS

(a) A lawyer shall not by in-person, live telephone or real-time electronic contact solicit
professional employment when a significant motive for the lawyer’s doing so is the lawyer’s
pecuniary gain, unless the person contacted:

(1) is a lawyer; or
(2) has a family, close personal, or prior professional relationship with the lawyer.

(b) A lawyer shall not solicit professional employment by written, recorded or electronic
communication or by in-person, telephone or real-time electronic contact even when not otherv e
prohibited by paragraph (a), if:

(1) the target of the solicitation has made known to the lawyer a desire not to be solic :d
by the lawyer; or

(2) the solicitation involves coercion, duress or harassment; or

(3) the solicitation seeks rep~=~~ntation of the respondent in a case brought under any law

providing for an ex parte protective order for personal protection when the solicitation is made
prior to the respc~-=nt having been served with the order.

(c) Every written, recorded or electronic communication from a lawyer soliciting profes »nal
employment from anyone known to be in need of legal services in a particular matter shall
include the words “Advertising Material” on the outside envelope, if any, and at the begin g
and ending of any recorded or electronic communication, unless the recipient of e
communication is a person specified in paragraphs (a)(1) or (a)(2).

(d) Notwithstanding the prohibitions in paragraph (a), a lawyer may participate with a prepaid
or group legal service plan operated by an organization not owned or directed by the lawyer at
uses in-person or telephone contact to solicit memberships or subscriptions for the } n from
persons who are not known to need legal services in a particular matter covered by the plan.
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in an ex parte proceeding when contact poses a substantial risk of physical har~ ‘0 11 arty
seeking the protective order. Examples of laws providing for ex parte protective orders for person:
protection include, inter alia, the Illinois Domestic Violence Act of 1986 (750 _.CS 60 )1 et
seq.), the Stalking No Contact Order Act (740 ILCS 21/1 et seq.), the Civil No Contact Order Act
(740 1LCS 22/101 et seq.), and relevant sections of the Illinois Code of Criminal Procec re (725
ILCS 5/112A-1 et seq.).

Adopted July 1, 2009, effective January 1, 2010; amended Oct. 15, 2015, eff. Jan. 1, 2016; amended
July 17, 2020, eff. immediately.




