M.R. 3140

IN THE
SUPREME COURT
OF
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

Order entered November 20, 2020.
(Deleted material is struck through, and new material is underscored.)

Effective January 1, 2021, Illinois Supreme Court Rule 23 is amended, as follows.

Amended Rule 23

ule 23. Disposition of Cases in the Appellate Court
The decision of the Appellate Court may be expressed in one of the following forms: a full
opinion, a concise written order, or a summary order conforming to the provisions of this rule. All
dispc  tive opinions and orders shall contain the names of the judges who rendered the opinion or
order.
(a) Opinions. A case may be disposed of by an opinion only when a majority of e panel
deciding the case determines that at least one of the following criteria is satisfied:

(1) the decision establishes a new rule of law or modifies, explains or criticizes an existing
r :of law; or

(2) the decision resolves, creates, or avoids an apparent conflict of authority within the
Appt ate Court.

(b) ’ritten Order. Cases which do not qualify for disposition by opinion may be disposed of
by a concise written order which shall succinctly state:

(1) in a separate introductory paragraph, a concise syllabus of the court’s holdiy  s) in the
case;

(2) the germane facts;

(3) the issues and contentions of the parties when appropriate;
(4) the reasons for the decision; and

(5)the dgment of the court.

(¢) mmary Order. In any case in which the panel unanimously determines that any one or
more of the following dispositive circumstances exist, the decision of the court may e made by
summary order. A summary order may be utilized when:

(1) the Appellate Court lacks jurisdiction;
(2) the disposition is clearly controlled by case law precedent, statute, or rules of court:

(3) the appeal 1s moot; L
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Commentary
(June 27. 1994)

B ise endment. Rule 23 creates a presumption against disposing of Appellate Cor  cases
by fu  ublishec  nions and authorizes a third type of disposition by summary order in select
circ nces. T concept of the traditional “Rule 23 order”™ remains. but concisenecss is
encouraged. Disposition by order rather than by opinion reflects the precedential value of a case.
not necessar Tits.

wo of ria upon which a case could qualify for disposition by «  lon . d the
preference fi hing cases which include concurring and/or dissenting opinions have been
eliminated ¢ with the presumption against publication.



