
5.01A 
Intent 

 
 A person [(intends) (acts [(intentionally) (with intent)]] to accomplish a result or engage 
in conduct when his conscious objective or purpose is to accomplish that result or engage in that 
conduct. 
 

Committee Note 
Instruction and Committee Note Approved October 28, 2016 

 
 720 ILCS 5/4-4 (West 2016). 
 
 The Committee takes no position as to whether this definition should be routinely given 
in the absence of a specific jury request. See People v. Powell, 159 Ill.App.3d 1005, 512 N.E.2d 
1364 (1st Dist. 1987), for the general proposition that the words “intentionally” and “knowingly” 
have a plain meaning within the jury's common understanding. If given, it should only be given 
when the result or conduct at issue is the result or conduct described by the statute defining the 
offense. 
 
 Use applicable bracketed material. 
 
 For an example of the use of this instruction, see Sample Set 27.07. 
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