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Rule 317. Appeals from the Appellate Court to the Supreme Court as of Right

Appeals from the Appellate Court shall lie to the Supreme Court as a matter of right in cases

in which a statute of the United States or of this State has been held invalid or in which a question

under the Constitution of the United States or of this State arises for the first time in and as a result

of the action of the Appellate Court.  The appeal shall be initiated by filing a petition in the form

prescribed by Rule 315, except that the petition shall be entitled “Petition for Appeal as a Matter of

Right,” item (1) of the petition shall state that the appeal is taken as a matter of right, and item (5)

shall contain argument as to why appeal to the Supreme Court lies as a matter of right.  In other

respects the procedure is governed by Rule 315.  If leave to appeal is to be sought in the alternative,

the request therefor must be included in the same petition, and item (1) thereof shall include an

alternative prayer for leave to appeal, and item (5) the argument as to why in the alternative leave to

appeal should be allowed as a matter of sound judicial discretion.  When both appeal as a matter of

right and leave to appeal are sought, both requests will be disposed of by a single order.  If the court

allows the petition, briefs and abstracts in cases in which they are required, shall be filed as provided

in the case of appeal by leave under Rule 315.


