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Rule 431. Voir Dire Examination

(a) The court shall conduct voir dire examination of prospective jurors by putting to them
questions it thinks appropriate, touching upon their qualifications to serve as jurors in the case at
trial. The court may permit the parties to submit additional questions to it for further inquiry if it
thinks they are appropriate and shall permit the parties to supplement the examination by such direct
inquiry as the court deems proper for a reasonable period of time depending upon the length of
examination by the court, the complexity of the case, and the nature of the charges. Questions shall
not directly or indirectly concern matters of law or instructions. The court shall acquaint prospective
jurors with the general duties and responsibilities of jurors.

(b)  The court shall ask each potential juror, individually or in a group, whether that juror
understands and accepts the following principles: (1) that the defendant is presumed innocent of the
charge(s) against him or her; (2) that before a defendant can be convicted the State must prove the
defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt; (3) that the defendant is not required to offer any
evidence on his or her own behalf; and (4) that the defendant’s failure to testify fact that a defendant
does not testify cannot be held against him or her; however, no inquiry of a prospective juror shall
be made into the defendant’s failure to testify when the defendant objects.

The court’s method of inquiry shall provide each juror an opportunity to respond to specific
questions concerning the principles set out in this section.


